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To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 


Sandbach  Urban  District  Council. 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  the  Annual  Report  for  the 
Year  1953  on  the  Health  and  Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Urban 
District  of  Sandbach. 

Once  again,  there  has  been  an  increase  in  population,  this 
time  of  174.  There  has  been  a  fall  in  the  death  rate  and  it  is 
satisfactory  to  note  that  there  has  been  no  death  of  a  mother  in 
child  birth. 

106  new  houses,  representing  75  council  and  31  private  houses 
were  completed  during  the  year.  This  is  the  highest  number 
attained  in  one  year  since  the  War,  and  goes  a  long  way  to  solving 
the  Council’s  housing  problem.  All  concerned  are  to  be  congrat¬ 
ulated  on  this  fine  achievement.  The  problem  that  now  has  to  be 
faced  is  of  dealing  with  the  very  old  type  of  house  which  either 
has  to  be  demolished  or  can  be  made  reasonably  habitable  with 
modern  facilities  at  fair  cost. 

In  the  field  of  Public  Health,  prevention  of  disease,  rather 
than  the  curing  of  illnesses  is  the  fundamental  objective.  Although 
the  provision  of  good  housing,  adequate  and  clean  water  and  satis¬ 
factory  drainage  remain  the  basic  requirements,  in  the  last  resort 
prevention  of  disease  depends  on  the  personal  effort  of  each  respon¬ 
sible  individual.  The  energy  required  for  this  effort  can  only  spring 
from  a  sound  knowledge  of  all  the  facts.  The  fundamental 
question  in  Public  Health  today  is  at  what  point  and  where  should 
this  knowledge  be  aquired.  It  is  my  belief  that  the  only  satis¬ 
factory  place  where  health  education  can  be  given  is  in  the  schools. 
This  should  be  begun  from  the  moment  the  child  enters  school 
until  it  finally  leaves.  At  all  stages,  knowledge  should  be  imparted 
on  the  fundamentals  of  hygiene,  personal  and  general,  appropriate 
for  the  child’s  age. 
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Hygiene  as  a  science  and  art  should  be  made  a  compulsory 
subject  in  all  schools.  It  is  only  when  each  one  of  us  has  a 
thorough  understanding  of  the  working  of  our  own  bodies  and  has 
a  knowledge  of  the  fundamentals  in  the  causation  and  transmission 
of  disease  and  illness,  will  we  be  in  a  position  to  take  those 
necessary  simple  steps  to  maintain  ourselves  in  a  healthy  state  and 
prevent  disease. 

Once  again  I  wish  to  record  my  sincere  thanks  to  your  Clerk 
and  his  staff  for  their  ready  help  and  guidance  at  all  times.  In 
particular,  I  wish  to  thank  Mr.  N.  A.  Rogers  for  his  help  and 
co-operation  and  for  the  assistance  given  me  in  the  preparation 
of  this  report. 


I  beg  to  remain, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

L.  RICH, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 


The  figures  in  brackets  throughout  this  report  are  for  1952. 


STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS 
Extracts  from  Vita!  Statistics 

Estimated  Population . 9580  (9406) 


Births 


Total  Male  Female 

Live  Births — 

Legitimate  .  130  (143)  63  (78)  67  (65) 

Illegitimate  .  3  ( — )  2  ( — )  1  (— ) 

Still  Births — 

Legitimate  .  3  (1)  2  (1)  1  ( — ) 

Illegitimate  .  —  ( — )  —  ( — )  —  ( — ) 


Live  birth  rate  per  1000  estimated  average  population  mid  1953- — 
13*8  (15-2). 

Live  birth  rate  for  England  and  Wales  per  1000  of  the  population — 
15-5  (15*3). 

Still  birth  rate  per  1000  total  (live  and  still)  births— 2*2  (6*9). 

Still  birth  rate  per  1000  total  population— *31  (Tl). 

Still  birth  rate  for  England  and  Wales  per  1000  total  population— 
•35  (*35). 


Infantile  Mortality. 

The  total  number  of  deaths  is  shown  as  follows  : 


Total  Male  Female 

Legitimate  .  5  ( — )  3  ( — )  2  ( — ) 

Illegitimate  .  —  ( — )  —  ( — )  —  (— ) 


Infantile  mortality  rate  per  1000  live  births— 37*5  (0). 

Infantile  mortality  rate  for  England  and  Wales — 26*8  (27*6). 
Legitimate  infants  per  1000  legitimate  live  births —  38*4  (0). 
Illegitimate  infants  per  1000  illegitimate  live  births — 0  (0). 

Deaths 

Total  Male  Female 
Deaths,  all  ages  . .  91  (99)  47  (52)  44  (47) 

Death  rate  per  1000  estimated  average  population — 9*4  (10*5). 

Death  rate  for  England  and  Wales  per  1000  of  the  population — 
31*4  (11*3). 
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The  following  table  shows  the  deaths  from  all  causes  within 
the  district  during  the  year  : 

Cause  Total  Male  Female 

Tuberculosis,  respiratory  .  2  1  1 

Tuberculosis,  other  .  —  —  — 

Syphilitic  disease  .  —  —  — 

Diphtheria  . —  —  — 

Whooping  Cough  .  —  —  — 

Meningococcal  infections  . —  —  — 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  .  1  1  — 

Measles  .  —  —  — 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases  .  —  —  — 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  stomach  .  3  2  1 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus  .  3  2  1 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  breast  .  1  —  1 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  uterus  .  —  —  — 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms  ...  9  5  4 

Leukaemia,  aleukaemia  .  —  —  — 

Diabetes  .  —  —  — 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system  .  14  6  8 

Coronary  disease,  angina  .  13  8  5 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease  .  —  —  — 

Other  heart  diseases  .  8  3  5 

Other  circulatory  disease  .  3  1  2 

Influenza  .  —  —  — 

Pneumonia  .  3  12 

Bronchitis  .  2  2  — 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system  .  —  —  — 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum  .  —  —  — 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea  .  —  —  — 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis  .  3  1  2 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate  .  —  —  — 

Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion  .  —  —  — 

Congenital  malformations  .  1  —  1 

Other  defined  and  ill  defined  diseases  .  19  9  10 

Motor  vehicle  accidents  .  1  —  1 

All  other  accidents  . 5  5  — 

Suicide  .  —  —  — 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war  .  —  —  — 

Total  ...  91  47  44 


Deaths  from  Puerperal  and  Maternal  causes  : 

Puerperal  Sepsis  . .  0  (0) 

Other  Maternal  causes  .  0  (0) 

Maternal  mortality  rate  per  1000  live  and  still  births — 0  (0). 


4 


GENERAL  PROVISIONS  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 

F OR  THE  AREA 


Care  of  Mothers  and  Young  Children 

The  work  at  the  Infant  Welfare  Clinic  continues  to  grow, 
and  as  pointed  out  in  previous  reports,  the  Clinic  is  a  place  where 
valuable  work  in  the  field  of  preventive  medicine  is  carried  out. 
It  is  gratifying  to  know  that  the  continued  high  level  of  attendance 
indicates  that  the  mothers  appreciate  the  value  of  health  education 
and  instruction  in  the  preparation  of  diets  and  the  preventive 
aspects  of  disease. 

The  work  that  is  carried  out  at  Marriott  House  is  so  important 
that  it  should  be  fostered  in  every  way  possible.  The  present 
accommodation  is  most  unsatisfactory  for  the  purpose  and  the 
plans  that  are  in  hand  for  the  provision  of  a  new  Clinic  Centre 
should  be  proceeded  with  as  quickly  as  possible. 


Statistics 


Infant 

Welfare 

New  Cases 

Total  Attendances 

No.  of 
Clinics 
held 

Cases 
seen  by 
Doctor 

Average 
per  Clinic 
seen  by 
Doctor 

0-1  1-2 

2-5 

0-1 

1-2  2-5 

Sandbach  128  2 

2 

1692 

477  386 

51 

729 

14-3 

(123) 

(13)  (1699) 

(728) 

(53) 

(923) 

(17-4) 

New  Total 

Cases  Attendances 

No.  of 
Clinics 
held 

Average 
per  Clinic 

Ophthalmic  Clinic 

13 

52 

33 

1-6 

an 

(66) 

(34) 

(1-9) 

E.N.T.  Clinic  . 

8 

8 

6 

E3 

(7) 

(8) 

(id 

(•7) 

Midwifery 

Midwifery  in  the  town  is  carried  out  by  the  following 
Nurses  : 

Harper,  D.,  Cranford,  Bradwall  Road,  Sandbach  Sandbach  273 
(Full  time) 

Witter,  J.,  5  Elworth  Street,  Sandbach.  Sandbach  256 

(In  conjunction  with  Home  Nursing  duties) 

Garrard,  E.  E.,  639  Crewe  Road,  Wheelock  Sandbach  281 

(in  conjunction  with  Home  Nursing  duties) 
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The  town  is  well  covered  for  Domestic  Midwifery  and  many 
mothers  could  with  advantage  have  their  babies  at  home.  Where 
hospital  confinement  is  necessary  on  medical  or  social  grounds, 
accommodation  is  provided  at  the  Cliffe  Maternity  Home,  Wybun- 
bury,  or  the  Barony  Hospital,  Nantwich.  A  few  cases  are 
accommodated  at  West  Park  Hospital,  Macclesfield. 

Home  Nursing  Service 

Home  Nursing  is  carried  out  by  two  Nurses  resident  in  the 
town  ;  they  are  : 

J.  Witter,  5  Elworth  Street,  Sandbach.  Sandbach  256 

E.  E.  Gerrard,  639  Crewe  Road,  Wheelock,  Sandbach. 

Sandbach  281 

The  value  of  our  Home  Nurses  cannot  be  over  estimated. 
They  work  under  the  general  guidance  of  a  family  Doctor  and 
make  it  possible  for  treatment  to  be  carried  out  at  home  which 
would  otherwise  necessitate  removal  to  hospital. 

Vaccination  and  Immunisation 

It  will  be  noted  from  the  figures  given  below  that  there  is 
an  apparent  fall  in  the  rate  of  Diphtheria  Immunisation.  However, 
there  has  been  a  marked  increase  in  the  number  of  Combined 
Immunisations  against  Diphtheria  and  Whooping  Cough  to  offset 
this  fall. 

There  is  no  doubt  that  Diphtheria  Immunisation  has  been  an 
outstanding  success.  In  1952,  for  example,  in  England  and  Wales, 
there  were  only  376  cases  and  32  deaths  from  Diphtheria,  whereas, 
before  1941  there  were  on  an  average  nearly  60,000  cases  and 
3,000  deaths  each  year  from  this  dreadful  disease. 

There  is  no  doubt  too,  that  if  we  fail  to  maintain  a  high 
percentage  of  children  adequately  immunised  against  Diphtheria, 
we  will  get  again  epidemics  and  deaths  from  this  disease. 

Immunisation  against  Whooping  Cough  is  still  in  its  early 
stages,  but  already  sufficient  evidence  has  been  accumulated  to 
show  that  here  too,  the  incidence  of  another  crippling  and  danger¬ 
ous  disease  is  being  reduced  both  in  its  frequency  and  severity. 
The  practise  now-a-days  is  to  combine  the  immunisation  against 
Diphtheria  and  Whooping  Cough  and  so  reduce  the  number  of 
injections  required. 

I  am  pleased  to  report  an  increase  in  the  number  of  vaccin¬ 
ations  and  re-vaccinations  carried  out  against  Smallpox.  Although 
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this  disease  is  a  rarity  in  this  country,  we  do  from  time  to  time 
get  outbreaks  from  accidental  and  unrecognised  importation 
from  abroad. 

Parents  do  not  realise  that  the  safest  and  best  time  to  have 
a  child  vacinated  is  when  it  is  three  months  old.  If  vaccination 
has  to  be  done  in  older  children  or  in  adults,  it  can  produce  severe 
reactions  which  it  rarely  does  in  young  infants. 


Statistics 

Diphtheria  Immunisation 

Pre-school  children  .  22  (40) 

School  children  .  4  (31) 

26  (71) 

Reinforcing  injections  .  20  (101) 

Whooping  Cough  Immunisation 

Pre-school  children  .  8  (6) 

School  children  .  1  (22) 

9  (28) 


Combined  Immunisation  (Diphtheria  and  Whooping  Cough) 


Pre-school  children  .  106  (18) 

School  children  .  9  (36) 


115  (54) 


Primary  Vaccination 


Pre-school  children  .  58  (46) 

School  children  .  8  (2) 

Adults  .  8  (5) 


74  (53) 


Re- Vaccination 


Pre-school  children  .  —  (  ) 

School  children  .  2  ( — ) 

Adults  .  21  (16) 


23  (16) 
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Ambulance  and  Sitting-Case  Car  Transport 

The  Sandbach  Ambulance  Committee  are  responsible  for  the 
transport  of  cases  to  and  from  hospital  in  the  area  of  the  Urban 
District.  This  Committee  act  for  the  Cheshire  County  Council 
and  wolfing  arrangements  exist  with  neighbouring  areas  for 
interchange  of  transport  as  and  when  necessary.  During  the 
year  a  new  ambulance  was  purchased,  which  is  also  capable  of 
acting  as  a  sitting-case  car.  This  has  been  a  valuable  acquisition 
to  the  fleet  which  now  consists  of  three  ambulances  and  one 
sitting-case  car.  In  addition,  considerable  money  has  been 
expended  on  the  vehicles  recently  to  bring  them  up  to  a  sound 
working  condition. 

Arrangements  also  exist  with  local  taxi  firms  for  the  provision 
of  taxis  for  sitting-cases  when  necessary. 

Ambulance  Figures — 1953 

Jan .  Feb.  Mar.  Apr.  May  June  Jly.  Aug.  Sep.  Oct.  Nov.  Dec. 


Mileages  . . . 

...  989 

916 

824 

760 

1054 

993 

1150 

967 

983 

987 

966 

319 

(746) 

(816) 

(728) 

(604) 

(508)  i 

(1153) 

(779) 

(936) 

(796) 

(985) 

(849)(1344) 

Patients 

...  86 

53 

58 

50 

68 

81 

88 

89 

112 

61 

89 

13 

(46) 

(62) 

(54) 

(23) 

(24) 

(54) 

(41) 

(56) 

(59) 

(78) 

(64) 

(110) 

Journeys  . . . 

...  33 

26 

31 

26 

37 

38 

36 

32 

32 

31 

36 

12 

(30) 

(29) 

(30) 

(21) 

(19) 

(41) 

(31) 

(32) 

(29) 

(26) 

(30) 

(41) 

Utilicon  Ambulance  Figures — 1953 

Jan.  Feb.  Mar.  Apr.  May  June  Jly.  Aug.  Sep.  Oct.  Nov.  Dec. 
Mileages  .  1256  1255  1398  1560  1438  1292  1795  1828  1436  1351  1374  2251 

(1425)(  1 117)  ( 1059)(  1216)(1558)(  1308)  ( 1900)(  1369) (1609)  (1614)(1246)(1050) 

Patients  .  107  101  98  105  102  82  149  158  117  135  151  229 

(133)  (103)  (101)  (121)  (137)  (125)  (268)  (113)  (156)  (i36)  (103)  (77) 

Journeys  .  43  45  48  50  54  48  58  56  48  50  53  75 

(54)  ,42)  (43)  (42)  (58)  (47)  (59)  (47)  (57)  (58)  (43)  (38) 

Domestic  Help  Service 

Statistics  relating  to  the  Home  Help  Service  provided  in 
Sandbach  during  1953  are  as  follows  : 

Home  Helps  employed  during  1953  : 

Full  time  .  2  (1) 

Temporary  .  1  (1) 

Casual  .  1  ( — ) 


4  (2) 
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Home  Helps  employed  at  31st  December,  1953 

Full  time  .  1  (1) 

Temporary  .  1  (1) 

Casual  .  -  ( — ) 


2  (2) 


Applications  received  during  1953 

Confinement  .  10  (15) 

Sickness  .  2  (6) 

Tuberculosis  .  —  ( — ) 

Aged  and  Infirm  .  4  (2) 


16  (23) 


Cases  attended  during  1953 

Confinement  .  8  (11) 

Sickness  .  4  (6) 

Tuberculosis  .  —  ( — ) 

Aged  and  Infirm  .  5  (2) 


17 


(19) 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 

Water  Supply 

I  am  indebted  to  Mr.  Delwyn  G.  Davies,  Engineer  and 
Manager  of  the  Mid  and  South  East  Cheshire  Water  Board,  for 
the  following  information. 

The  quality  of  the  treated  water  supplied  to  Sandbach  Urban 
District  has  been  generally  satisfactory. 

The  raw  water  is  polluted  and  contains  iron.  The  iron  content 
makes  abstraction  from  the  site  at  Arclid  difficult  due  to  choking 
of  the  slots  in  the  27  tube  wells  and  the  sand  and  gravel  surround¬ 
ing  these  wells. 

The  yield  from  the  Arclid  site  is  inadequate  to  meet  the 
demands  of  domestic  and  industrial  extension  within  the  area. 
Additional  limited  quantities  of  water  are  being  supplied  to  the 
Sandbach  area  from  other  sources  and  considerable  work  is  being 
carried  out  on  the  tube  wells  to  increase  their  yield.  The  actual 
quantity  of  water  supplied  to  the  Sandbach  Urban  District  during 
1953  was  131  million  gallons  of  which  97  million  gallons  were 
for  domestic  use  only. 

A  complete  failure  of  supply  in  this  area  could  be  readily 
brought  about  by  the  breakdown  of  the  obsolete  pumping  plant 
including  suction  pumps,  line  shafting  and  motive  power  which  is 
not  duplicated.  The  storage  for  the  Sandbach  Urban  District  is 
a  60,000  gallons  capacity  water  tower,  which  in  the  event  of  a 
breakdown  would  last  for  approximately  three  hours. 

The  carrying  capacity  of  the  whole  distribution  system  is 
greatly  reduced  by  chemical  deposits  in  the  pipes  (a  legacy  from 
the  pre-war  years  when  the  treatment  plant  was  grossly  over-run, 
there  not  being  enough  spare  water  to  pump  out  the  sedimentation 
tanks  at  the  required  intervals). 

The  estimated  population  was  9,300  giving  an  average  daily 
consumption  of  38*5  gallons  per  head  for  all  purposes  and  28-6 
gallons  per  head  for  domestic  use  only. 

Prevalence  of  and  Control  over  Infectious  Disease 

Measles  still  continues  to  be  prevalent,  although  there  was 
a  considerable  reduction  in  the  number  of  cases  when  compared 
with  1952.  There  was  some  increase  in  the  number  of  cases  of 
Whooping  Cough.  As  pointed  out  previously  in  this  report,  it  is 
possible  by  means  of  Whooping  Cough  immunisation  to  reduce 
very  considerably  the  incidence  of  this  dangerous  and  crippling 
disease. 
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Notifiable  Diseases  (other  than  Tuberculosis)  during  the  year  1953 
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TUBERCULOSIS 


For  comparative  purposes  I  have  recorded  the  notifications 
of  Tuberculosis  during  1953  in  conjuction  with  the  notifications 
of  this  disease  received  each  year  since  1944. 


Notifications — 1944  to  1953 


1944 

1945 

1946 

1947 

1948 

1949 

1950 

1951 

1952 

1953 

P  NP 

P  NP 

P  NP 

P  NP 

P  NP 

P  NP 

P  NP 

P  NP 

P  NP 

P  NP 

MALE 

Up  to 

1  year 

1-5 

1 

1 

1 

5-15 

2 

2 

1 

1 

15-25 

3  1 

1  1 

1 

1 

25-35 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

35-45 

1 

1 

1 

1 

45-55 

2 

55-65 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

65  and 
over 

1 

FEMALE 


Up  to 
1  year 


1-5 

3 

5-15 

1 

1 

4 

1 

15-25 

1 

2 

1 

1 

25-35 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

35-45 

1 

1 

1 

45-55 

55-65 

1 

1 

65  and 
over 

TOTAL 

6 

5  2 

4  4  1 

4  2 

4  7 

4  1  4 

2  3  — 

3 

2 

4  — 
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Deaths — 1944  to  1953 


1944 

1945 

1946 

1947 

1948 

1949 

1950 

1951 

1952 

1953 

P  NP 

P  NP 

P  NP 

P  NP 

P  NP 

P  NP 

P  NP 

P  NP 

P  NP 

P  NP 

MALE 


Up  to 
1  year 

1-5 


5-15 


15-25 

25-35 

1  1  1 

35-45 

1 

45-55 

1 

55-65 

1  1 

1  1 

65  and 
over  1 


FEMALE 


Up  to 
1  year 

1-5 


5-15 


15-25 


25-35  1  1  1 


35-45  1 


45-55 


55-65  1  1  1 


65  and 
over 


TOTAL  3  —  1 - 1  1—  1—  1—  1—  5  —  1—  2  — 


The  hope  expressed  in  last  year’s  Report,  that  authority 
would  be  given  to  deal  with  a  larger  section  of  the  community 
from  the  point  of  view  of  prevention  of  Tuberculosis,  has,  I  am 
pleased  to  report,  been  realised. 
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Plans  are  being  prepared  and  will  shortly  be  put  into  effect 
to  offer  vaccination  against  Tuberculosis  to  all  school  children 
between  the  ages  of  13  and  14.  This  will  have  the  effect  of 
building  up  in  the  community  a  population  resistant  to  Tuber¬ 
culosis.  Many  years  will  elapse  before  this  happy  state  will  be 
realised,  but  it  must  surely  come  when  Tuberculosis  will  be  as  rare 
as  Diphtheria  is  today. 

In  the  meantime,  the  usual  methods  of  prevention,  namely, 
by  the  provision  of  adequate  housing,  supervision  and  control  of 
actual  suspects  and  judicious  use  of  the  Mass  Radiography  Unit, 
are  being  carried  out. 


Drainage  and  Sewerage 

I  am  indebted  to  Mr.  H.  J.  Rees,  Engineer  and  Surveyor, 
for  the  following  report. 

The  Council’s  attention  was  drawn  in  my  last  annual  report 
to  the  most  unsatisfactory  conditions  at  the  Elworth  Sewage 
Disposal  Works. 

Conditions  now  are  even  worse  and  the  Council  is  still 
awaiting  the  Consulting  Engineers  scheme  for  closing  these  works 
and  pumping  the  sewage  to  the  Hind  Heath  Works. 

The  matter  should  be  regarded  as  one  of  extreme  urgency. 


Housing 

The  number  of  new  dwellings  erected  during  the  year  was  : 


By  the  Local  Authority  .  75 

By  Private  Enterprise  .  31 


The  following  sections  of  this  report  have  been  compiled  by 
the  Sanitary  Inspector,  Mr.  N.  A.  Rogers. 


Sanitary  Inspection 


Number  of  Inspections  and  Visits  made  during  1953  .  2873 

Number  of  Informal  Notices  during  1953  .  36 

Number  of  Informal  Notices  compiled  with  during  1953...  34 

Number  of  Informal  Notices  outstanding  at  31/12/53 .  7 

Number  of  Statutory  Notices  served  during  1953  .  2 

Number  of  Statutory  Notices  compiled  with  during  1953...  0 

Number  of  Statutory  Notices  outstanding  at  31/12/53 .  2 
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It  became  necessary  to  institute  statutory  action  in  only  two 
instances  during  the  year,  special  premises  being  involved  in  both 
cases.  A  statutory  Notice  in  respect  of  school  sanitary  accomm¬ 
odation  produced  satisfactory  results  following  an  unsuccessful 
Appeal  by  the  School  Managers.  The  other  Statutory  Notice  with 
respect  to  sanitary  accommodation  at  a  public-house  had  not 
expired  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

All  Informal  Notices  in  respect  of  housing  repairs,  etc.,  were 
limited  to  the  provisions  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  and 
property  owners  yielded  to  persuasive  approach.  Nevertheless,  it 
should  be  realised  that  their  are  many  dwellings  in  the  District 
(as  indicated  in  another  part  of  this  report)  where  action  under 
the  Housing  Acts  would  be  more  appropriate,  and  it  is  hoped  that 
the  proposed  new  legislation  will  overcome  practical  difficulties 
which  are  bound  to  be  experienced  in  operating  the  existing 
Housing  Acts  at  the  present  time. 


Summary  of  Inspections  and  Visits  by  Sanitary  Inspector 


Bakehouses  .  25 

Butchers’  Shops  .  17 

Cinemas  . 1 

Conservancy  .  44 

Dairies  . 9 

Deposits  and  Accumulations  .  21 

Disinfections  . 10 

Disinfestations  . , . . .  26 

Drain  Obstructions  . .  66 

Drain  Tests  .  . . . . . . .  7 

Drain  Inspections  . 98 

Dustbins  . . . . ... . . .  36 

Factories  . 50 

Fairgrounds  .  3 

Fish  Shops  . 3 

Fish-frying  Premises  . 16 

Food  Premises  (not  otherwise  listed) .  227 

Hotels  and  Licensed  Premises  . 23 

Housing  Defects  .  152 

Housing  Acts — Unfit  houses  .  15 

Ice-cream  Premises  .  41 

Infectious  Disease  . 51 

Keeping  of  Animals .  23 

Milk  Retailing  . 33 

Market  Inspections  . . 50 

Offensive  Trades  .  2 

Overcrowding  .  13 

Public  Conveniences  .  57 
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Refuse  Collection  .  99 

Refuse  Disposal  .  103 

Rodent  Control  .  207 

Salvage  . 135 

Sampling — Milk  .  32 

Ice-cream  .  17 

Other  Foods  .  18 

Water  .  2 

Schools  . 15 

Slaughterhouse  (Meat  Inspection)  .  346 

Smoke  Observations  and  relevant  visits  .  91 

Tents,  Vans  and  Sheds  .  10 

Unsound  Food  .  61 

Verminous  and/or  Dirty  Premises .  7 

Water  Supplies  . 7 

Watercourses,  ditches  and  ponds  .  9 

Miscellaneous  .  187 


Visits  re  Council  House  Applicants,  Lodgers  418 

2883 


Public  Cleansing 

Refuse  Collection 

This  service  has  operated  reasonably  well  throughout  the  year. 
Normally,  with  a  full  complement  of  workmen,  a  weekly  collection 
of  all  refuse  was  maintained.  In  the  summer  months,  however, 
the  programme  became  somewhat  disjointed  through  shortage  of 
labour.  Nevertheless,  at  the  worst  period  the  collection  cycle  did  not 
exceed  14  days,  and  it  is  worth  noting  that  the  difficulties  of  some 
Local  Authorities  are  such  that  this  period  is  considered  normal 
in  their  areas. 

It  was  almost  possible  for  the  second  successive  year  to  report 
that  there  had  been  no  change  in  the  personnel  of  this  section, 
but  near  the  end  of  this  year  one  man  was  attracted  to  other 
employment.  The  Refuse  Collectors  continue  to  perform  their 
duties  satisfactorily,  and  particular  credit  is  due  to  the  working- 
foreman,  T.  W.  Pierpoint,  for  the  good  work  that  is  done. 

Refuse  Disposal 

Only  the  main  Refuse  Tip  at  Malkins  Bank  has  been  used 
during  the  year.  Whilst  the  tipping  is  not  “controlled”  in  the 
technical  sense,  nevertheless  it  has  been  found  possible  to  exercise 
more  supervision  than  was  hitherto  the  case,  and  some  improve¬ 
ments  have  been  made  in  the  condition  of  the  Tip. 
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Conservancy 

The  Council  have  continued  the  weekly  emptying  of  the 
30-odd  pail-closets  in  the  District  by  direct  labour,  and  the 
efficiency  of  this  rather  distasteful  service  may  be  judged  by  the 
complete  absence  of  complaints. 

Salvage 

The  best  that  can  be  said  regarding  the  salvage  of  Waste 
Paper  during  1953  is  that  the  price  paid  by  the  Mills  remained 
constant  throughout  the  year,  in  contrast  to  the  unfortunate 
fluctuations  of  previous  years.  However,  with  less  demand  for 
Waste  Paper,  and  sales  at  a  price  which  some  Authorities  con¬ 
sidered  uneconomical,  the  salvage  incentive  diminished.  This 
Council  continued  to  collect  Waste  Paper,  adjusting  its  collections 
to  coincide  with  the  decreased  demand,  and  it  would  appear  that 
a  small  but  steady  profit  has  ensued.  At  the  end  of  the  year 
there  were  signs  of  an  improvement  in  the  market  and  an  increase 
in  price  was  anticipated. 

The  collection  of  Kitchen  Waste  by  means  of  communal  bins 
continued  to  prove  a  ‘white  elephant’;  but  in  December,  1953, 
information  was  received  from  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and 
Fisheries  which  led  to  the  Council  to  believe  that  at  last  they 
might  be  allowed  to  discontinue  this  form  of  salvage  which  has 
proved  to  be  both  uneconomical  and  insanitary  under  local 
conditions. 

The  following  amounts  of  Salvage  were  sold  during  1953  : 


£  s  d 

Waste  Paper — 69  tons  7  cwt .  398  8  10 

Cardboard  Cartons — 8082  .  101  0  6 

Kitchen  Waste— 24  tons  1  cwt .  90  12  0 


£590  1  4 


Rodent  Control 

A  specially-trained  Rat-catcher  carries  out  these  duties  under 
the  supervision  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector.  The  general  public 
are  inclined  to  look  upon  this  service  as  a  welcome  and  easy 
means  of  ridding  their  premises  of  an  undesirable  and  sometimes 
frightening  intruder.  The  enormous  amount  of  damage  caused 
by  these  vermin  and  the  serious  loss  of  food  attributable  to  them 
are  seldom  appreciated  ;  yet  the  financial  implications  are  of 
national  importance. 
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A  small  example  may  be  cited  of  the  practical  value  of  the 
Rat-Catcher’s  efforts.  At  a  small  farm  in  the  District  the  farmer 
was  losing  to  rats  an  average  of  one  hen  per  night  and  an  estimated 
one-fifth  of  the  eggs  produced  in  the  battery-house.  A  treatment 
by  the  Council’s  Rat-catcher  resulted  in  the  collection  of  130 
dead  rats — (there  were  probably  many  more  lying  dead  in  irretriev¬ 
able  positions).  The  destruction  of  the  hens  ceased,  the  yield  of 
eggs  became  normal,  and  the  farmer  found  that  the  consumption 
of  hen  food  was  substantially  reduced.  The  Council’s  charge  for 
this  job  was  £2/8/3. 

The  Council  is  fortunate  in  having  a  Rat-catcher  of  consider¬ 
able  ability  in  this  field,  and  many  of  the  requests  for  his  services 
come  as  a  result  of  his  successful  operations  at  other  premises. 

The  sewers  in  the  area  have  been  treated  for  rats  twice 
during  the  year  and  the  results  indicate  only  very  slight  infestation. 
The  Council’s  Refuse  Tip  and  Sewage  Disposal  Works  are  also 
treated  periodically  with  good  results.  Annual  Contracts  have 
been  entered  into  for  the  treatment  by  the  Council’s  Rat-catcher 
of  9  Commercial  and  6  Agricultural  Properties.  In  addition  to 
the  treatments  indicated  below,  many  routine  inspections  have 
been  made  of  properties  which  are  susceptible  to  infestation  : 

Council  Domestic  Agricultural  Business 


Properties 

Properties 

Properties 

Properties 

Number  of  Properties 

treated  .  6 

79 

7 

10 

Number  of  treatments 

during  the  year  9 

79 

26 

26 

Offensive  Trades 

There  is  only  one  Offensive  Trade  in  the  District — a  Bone- 
boiler.  Indirect  complaints  were  received  during  the  summer 
months  regarding  plagues  of  flies  emanating  from  this  factory 
and  the  firm  was  persuaded  to  adopt  disinfestation  measures. 

Movable  Dwellings 

Only  one  movable  Dwelling  was  licensed  by  the  Council  in 
1953.  This  was  a  properly  constructed  caravan  suitably  sited  on 
farm-land  and  occupied  by  two  female  farm  workers. 

Schools 

Mention  was  made  in  the  Report  for  1952  of  the  Council’s 
endeavours  to  secure  improved  sanitary  facilities  at  one  of  the 
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Church  Schools  in  the  District.  Statutory  action  eventually  had 
to  be  implemented  and  this  resulted  in  an  Appeal  to  the  Court 
being  made  by  the  School  Managers.  The  Appeal  was  disallowed 
and  the  Managers  proceeded  to  comply  with  the  Council’s  require¬ 
ments.  The  old  trough  closets  have  been  replaced  by  pedestal 
water  closets,  and  the  provision  of  additional  water  closets  is  to 
follow  during  a  convenient  school  holiday. 

The  Managers  of  another  Church  School  in  the  area  volun¬ 
tarily  converted  their  trough  closets  to  pedestal  water  closets 
following  the  Court’s  decision  in  the  previous  case.  All  schools 
in  the  Urban  District  are  now  provided  with  proper  water  closets. 


Hotel  and  Licensed  Premises 

A  few  minor  improvements  have  been  carried  out  as  a  result 
of  routine  inspections  of  these  premises. 

At  only  one  public-house  was  difficulty  experienced  in  persu¬ 
ading  the  owners  to  proceed  with  improvements  to  the  sanitary 
accommodation  and  in  this  case  a  statutory  notice  was  served, 
but  the  notice  had  not  expired  by  the  end  of  1953. 


Smoke  Abatement 

Action  with  regard  to  smoke  emission  from  industrial 
chimneys  was  intensified  during  1953.  The  Salt  Works  which  gave 
rise  to  most  of  the  complaints  received  special  attention,  and, 
fortunately,  it  is  possible  at  last  to  report  some  progress  in  regard 
to  steps  being  taken  to  eliminate  smoke  nuisances  from  the  salt¬ 
pan  furnaces. 

Mechanical  Underfeed  Stokers  had  previously  been  tried  out 
in  the  salt  industry,  but  had  not  been  found  suitable  as  then 
operated  for  this  particular  purpose.  However,  a  firm  at  Stafford 
has  recently  experimented  further  with  these  stokers,  with  encour¬ 
aging  results.  With  the  kind  co-operation  of  the  Health  Officials 
of  the  Borough  of  Stafford  arrangements  were  made  for  your 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  Sanitary  Inspector  to  inspect  in 
that  area  the  salt-pans  which  had  recently  been  adapted  for  firing 
with  underfeed  stokers.  The  smoke  problem  had  undoubtedly 
been  solved,  and  the  firm  was  satisfied  with  the  quality  of  salt 
produced.  The  facts  were  put  to  the  directors  of  the  Sandbach 
salt  firm,  who,  to  their  credit,  took  immediate  steps  which  resulted 
in  the  purchase  of  the  equipment  necessary  to  install  underfeed 
stokers  to  one  of  their  salt-pans  in  the  first  instance.  These  stokers 
were  due  to  be  fitted  early  in  1954,  on  the  understanding  that,  if 
the  firm  could  be  satisfied  both  as  to  the  production  of  a  satis¬ 
factory  salt  and  as  to  the  elimination  of  smoke,  the  remaining 
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pan  furnaces  would  be  similarly  adapted.  There  is  some  reason 
for  optimism  in  this  direction,  particularly  in  the  knowledge  that 
the  fitting  of  mechanical  stokers  would  be  an  economically  sound 
proposition. 

Another  industrial  concern  substituted  mecnanical  stokers 
for  hand-firing  of  its  boiler  plant,  and  this  had  the  desired  effect 
of  smoke  elimination.  Three  other  firms  were  cautioned  during 
the  year  for  sporadic  smoke  emissions,  and  their  co-operation  was 
gained  to  some  extent.  It  is  felt,  however,  hat  any  future  action 
required  against  these  firms  would  be  more  justifiable  if  and  when 
the  almost  constant  smoke  emission  can  be  eliminated  from  the 
range  of  chimneys  at  the  Salt-Works  mentioned  above. 

Public  Conveniences 

The  Public  Conveniences  constructed  in  1952  have  met  a  very 
real  need  and  have  been  increasingly  used.  Many  compliments 
have  been  paid  with  regard  to  their  construction  and  maintenance, 
and,  on  the  whole,  they  have  been  used  with  the  respect  which  they 
deserve.  Isolated  instances  do  occur,  however,  of  conduct  which 
would  be  considered  more  appropriate  to  jungle  life  and  it  is 
unfortunate  that  such  offenders  are  able  to  take  advantage  of  the 
public  facilities  which  are  expected  and  appreciated  by  the  average 
decent-minded  person. 


Housing 

No  Formal  Notices  were  served  under  the  Housing  Acts 
during  1953,  and  no  houses  were  demolished.  However,  in 
November  it  became  obvious  to  Local  Authorities  that  the  Govern¬ 
ment  again  intended  to  encourage  schemes  for  dealing  with  unfit 
houses,  and  a  preliminary  survey  was  made  of  all  the  dwellings  in 
the  Sandbach  Urban  District ;  this  revealed  the  following 
information: 


Dwellings  requiring  detailed  inspection  to  ascertain 

whether  suitable  for  Clearance  of  Demolition  896 

Dwellings  of  a  somewhat  higher  standard  requiring 
inspection  to  ascertain  whether  suitable  for 
other  action  under  the  Housing  Acts .  806 
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This  means  that  approximately  57%  of  the  dwellings  in  this 
District  will  have  to  be  inspected,  and,  undoubtedly,  subsequent 
action  will  be  required  in  many  cases.  The  need  for  this  pro¬ 
cedure  is  unquestionable  and  the  purpose  behind  it  is  admirable, 
but  the  work  involved  raises  a  staffing  problem  of  some  im¬ 
portance. 
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Two  applicants  were  received  for  Improvement  Grants  under 
the  Housing  Act,  1949,  but  the  Council,  as  with  previous  appli¬ 
cations,  were  not  prepared  to  provide  financial  assistance. 

Rehousing 

In  November,  1953,  there  were  252  ‘live’  Applicants  on  the 
Council’s  Waiting  List  for  rehousing.  These  cases  were  made  up 


as  follows  : 

Applicants  who  had  been  on  the  Waiting  List  for 

less  than  1  year  .  200 

Applicants  who  had  been  on  the  Waiting  List  for 

1 —  2  years  .  50 

Applicants  who  had  been  on  the  Waiting  List  for 

2 —  3  years  . .  2 


During  the  previous  12  months  44  applicants  had  been 
allocated  houses,  and  90  further  cases  had  been  removed  from  the 
Register  through  failure  to  renew  applications  or  for  other  reasons. 
Yet  during  that  period  the  Waiting  List  total  had  increased  by 
65.  The  folowing  analysis  of  the  new  cases  within  the  previous 
12  months  may,  therefore,  be  of  interest : 


Living  outside  Sandbach  U.D.,  but  working  within  47 

Neither  living  nor  working  in  Sandbach  .  27 

Sandbach  tenants  of  low-standard  houses  .  29 

Sandbach  tenants  overcrowded  .  14 

Sandbach  tenants  of  tied  houses  .  4 

Living  in  decent  house  in  Sandbach — no  apparent 

reason  for  application  .  12 

Married  during  last  12  months  and  living  in 

lodgings  .  27 

In  lodgings  since  marriage  more  than  12  months 

ago  but  never  applied  before  .  28 

Recently  moved  to  Sandbach  and  now  in  lodgings  9 
Previously  tenants  of  houses — now  in  lodgings .  3 
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With  a  substantial  increase  in  the  number  of  cases  on  the 
Waiting  List  for  Council  Houses,  it  would  be  quite  improper  to 
suggest  that  the  problem  of  rehousing  has  been  overcome  in 
Sandbach  :  but  when  it  is  noted  that  by  the  end  of  1953  no  appli¬ 
cant  had  been  registered  for  more  than  2  years,  it  seems  reasonable 
to  suggest  that  at  least  the  back  of  the  problem  has  been  broken. 
It  is  further  suggested  that  this  fortunate  position  has  resulted 
from  the  Council’s  rigid  adherence  to  a  fair  and  comprehensive 
Points  System  of  allocation. 
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INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 


Meat  Inspection 

T  he  Ministry  of  Food  Slaughterhouse  at  Flatt  Lane,  Sand- 
bach,  deals  with  the  whole  of  the  meat  supplied  to  the  Urban 
District  of  Sandbach,  Middlewich  and  Alsager,  and  parts  of  the 
surrounding  Rural  areas,  embracing  a  total  population  of  some 
30,000.  All  animals  slaughtered  at  this  abattoir  are  inspected 
by  your  Sanitary  Inspector. 


Carcases  Inspected  and  Condemned 


Cattle 

excl. 

Cows  Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs  Pigs 

Total 

Number  killed  . 

368  851 

283 

4556  902 

6960 

Number  inspected  . 

368  851 

283 

4556  902 

6960 

All  diseases  except  Tuberculosis : 

Whole  carcases  condemned  . . . 

3  4 

7 

6  13 

33 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 

organ  was  condemned  . 

122  479 

5 

1177  82 

1915 

Percentage  of  number  inspected 
affected  with  diseases  other 

than  Tuberculosis  . 

34.0  56.7 

4.1 

26.0  10.5 

28.0 

Tuberculosis  only: 

Whole  carcases  condemned  . . . 

4  22 

1 

—  7 

34 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 

organ  was  condemned  . 

67  327 

— 

76 

470 

Percentage  of  number  affected 

with  Tuberculosis  . 

19.3  41.0 

.35 

—  9.2 

7.2 

Analysis  in  lbs. 

of  Condemned  Meat 

Disease 

Beef 

Veal 

Mutton 

Pork 

Tuberculosis  . 

. .  26,944 

56* 

_ 

1996 

Parasites  . 

. .  6,425 

— 

1933 

198 

Fever  . 

— 

— 

— 

350 

Septicaemia  . 

...  2,413 

— 

— 

59 

Oedema  . 

— 

— 

33 

105 

Dropsy  . 

— 

— 

46 

70 

Abscesses  . 

1,051 

7 

46 

113 

Moribund  . 

— 

77 

_ 

_ 

Gangrene  . 

— 

— 

— 

76 

Decomposition  . 

— 

— 

107 

— 

Taint  . 

436 

— 

_ 

_ 

?? 


Disease 

Pyaemia  . 

Septic  Pneumonia  . 

Immaturity  . 

Enteritis  . 

Actinomycosis  . 

Peritonitis  . 

Navel  ill  . 

Miscellaneous,  injuries,  etc 


Beef 

Veal 

Mutton 

Pork 

— 

— 

134 

— 

■ — 

— 

— 

79 

— 

61 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

88 

49 

— 

— 

■ — 

370 

54 

— 

— 

— 

96 

— 

— - 

1,711 

32 

77 

368 

39,399  383  2,376  3,502 


1621b.  of  Imported  Frozen  Beef  was  also  condemned. 

*  The  finding  of  one  calf  with  Congenital  Tuberculosis  was 
reported  to  the  Divisional  Veterinary  Officer  who  was  able  to 
trace  the  dam  and  arrange  for  its  slaughter  after  finding  that  it 
was  discharging  tuberculous  material. 

24  cases  of  Cysticerous  Bovis  were  detected  during  the  year. 

In  1951  and  1952  it  was  possible  to  report  that  an  increasingly 
better  class  of  beef  was  being  supplied  to  this  area,  as  was 
indicated  by  the  fact  that  almost  half  the  cattle  slaughtered  in  1952 
were  steers  and  heifers.  For  no  obvious  reason  the  proportion  of 
young  beasts  slaughtered  during  1953  was  only  30%  of  the  total 
cattle  dealt  with. 

A  happier  picture  may  be  painted  with  regard  to  the  incidence 
of  Tuberculosis,  as  is  clearly  shown  by  the  following  figures: 

Percentage  of  the  number  inspected  affected  with  Tuberculosis: 

Cattle 

cows  excl.  cows 


1950  .  51-5  22-7 

1951  .  48-3  21*7 

1952  .  43  0  19*4 

1953  .  41  0  19  3 


It  is  not  suggested  that  in  itself  the  incidence  of  Tuberculosis 
during  1953  gives  any  cause  for  satisfaction,  but  it  is  distinctly 
pleasing  to  note  the  downward  trend  of  this  disease  over  the 
past  four  years. 
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It  is  also  interesting  to  observe  the  comparative  amounts 
of  beef  condemned  in  the  last  two  years — (figures  are  not  available 
for  earlier  years)  : 

1952  1953 

Average  amount  condemned  per  beast  slaughtered 

All  Diseases  .  39  lb  32  lb 

Average  amount  condemned  per  beast  slaughtered 

Tuberculosis  only  .  26  lb  22  lb 

Regular  inspections  of  Butchers’  Shops  were  made  throughout 
the  year  and  conditions  found  were  generally  satisfactory. 

Oilier  Foods 

Regular  visits  are  paid  to  premises  where  food  is  prepared 
or  sold  and  numerous  minor  improvements  have  been  carried  out 
at  the  premises  during  the  past  year  as  a  result  of  pressure  and 
encouragement  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector. 

Milk 

The  position  in  December,  1953,  with  regard  to  Licensing 


and  Registration  was  as  follows  : 

Registered  Dairies  .  3 

Registered  Distributors  .  9 

Dealers’  Licences  to  sell  Sterilised  Milk  .  3 

Dealers’  Licences  to  sell  Pasteurised  Milk  .  6 

Dealers’  Licences  to  sell  T.T.  Milk  .  6 

Supplementary  Licences  for  Sterilised  Milk  .  1 

Supplementary  Licences  for  Pasteurised  Milk  .  7 

Supplementary  Licences  for  T.T.  Milk  .  7 


Apart  from  routine  inspections  of  the  dairies,  the  milk 
purveyors’  vehicles  are  periodically  inspected  at  the  roadside  to 
ensure  their  compliance  with  the  Milk  Regulations. 

The  following  table  shows  the  results  of  samples  of  Milk 
taken  during  the  year  : 


Type  of  Milk  Methylene-Blue  Test  Phosphatase  Test 

Sat’factory  Unsat’factory  Sat’factory  Unsat’factory 

Tuberculin-tested  .  4  1  —  — 

T.T.  Pasteurised  .  4  —  4  — 

Pasteurised  .  5  —  5  — 

Ungraded  .  12  —  —  — 


25  1  9 
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In  regard  to  the  sample  of  T.T.  Milk  which  proved  unsatis¬ 
factory,  there  was  nothing  found  to  account  for  this  result,  and 
subsequent  samples  from  the  same  source  received  satisfactory 
reports. 

6  samples  of  Milk  were  submitted  for  Biological  Examination, 
and  all  were  found  to  be  free  from  T.B.  Organisms. 

Ice-cream 

34  premises  are  registered  by  the  Local  Authority  for  the 
sale  of  Ice-cream.  Only  two  of  these  cases  are  registered  for  the 
manufacture  of  this  product,  but  in  fact,  no  ice-cream  has  been 
made  on  the  premises  during  1953. 

17  samples  of  Ice-cream  were  submitted  to  the  Public  Health 
Laboratory  for  bacteriological  examination,  with  the  following 
results  : 

13  Samples  placed  in  Grade  I 
2  Samples  placed  in  Grade  II 
1  Sample  placed  in  Grade  III 
1  Sample  placed  in  Grade  IV 

The  Grades  I  and  II  samples  may  be  regarded  as  satisfactory. 
The  two  samples  placed  in  the  lowest  grades  were  taken  on 
separate  occasions  from  a  particular  vehicle  visiting  Sandbach 
Market,  and  the  Sanitary  Inspector  of  the  area  in  which  the 
Ice-cream  was  manufactured  was  already  carrying  out  investi¬ 
gations  at  the  source. 

Other  Registered  Premises 

15  premises  are  registered  by  the  Local  Authority  under 
Section  14  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938,  for  the  preparation 
of  cooked  meat,  sausages,  etc.,  and  12  premises  are  registered 
for  fish-frying. 

A  special  point  has  been  made  of  instructing  individual 
cooked  meat  manufacturers  in  the  dangers  of  unclean  hands  and 
uncovered  skin  wounds,  etc. 

Other  Foods 

18  samples  of  Synthetic  Cream  from  Bakehouses  were  taken 
for  bacteriological  examination,  and  the  bad  reports  on  a  series 
of  samples  from  one  particular  bakehouse  led  to  a  considerable 
amount  of  investigation.  Swabs  of  employees’  hands,  utensils,  etc., 
were  taken,  and  these,  together  with  further  cream  samples  gave 
a  distinct  pointer  to  the  source  of  contamination.  The  bakehouse 
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proprietors  co-operated  completely,  and  a  sterilising  routine  was 
established  for  hands  and  equipment.  The  most  difficult  job,  as 
always,  was  in  teaching  the  individuals  concerned  the  difference 
between  what  is  apparently  clean  and  what  is  bacteriologically 
safe.  Subsequent  samples  from  this  bakehouse  received  very 
good  reports. 

The  only  instance  coming  to  official  notice  of  the  sale  of 
unfit  food  concerned  a  Meat  Pie  which  was  found  to  contain 
parts  of  a  mouse.  The  pie  had  been  made  by  a  firm  of  high 
reputation  outside  this  district,  and  a  thorough  investigation 
followed.  The  Council  subsequently  felt  that  justice  would  be 
sufficiently  served  by  the  sending  of  a  warning  letter  to  the  firm 
concerned. 

Action  became  necessary  in  the  case  of  a  Bread  Retailer 
from  an  adjacent  district  who  was  delivering  unwrapped  loaves 
of  bread  in  a  dirty  private  motor  car.  Conditions  were  substantially 
improved  by  informal  procedure,  but  any  subsequent  deterioration 
of  standards  on  the  part  of  the  individual  concerned  will  warrant 
severe  action. 


Unsound  Food 

The  following  Unsound  Foods  were  condemned  upon  volun¬ 
tary  surrender  : 

74  tins  Meat 
308  tins  Fruit 
124  tins  Vegetables 
41  tins  Milk 
14  tins  Soup 
9  tins  Fish 
32  pkts.  Cheese 
900  pkts.  Biscuits  and  Cheese 
108  pkts.  Nuts 
80  lb.  Sausages 
78  lb.  Bacon 
1401b.  Wet  Fish 
3  lb.  Boiled  Ham 
30  lb.  Sultanas 
26  lb.  Raisins 
30  lb.  Figs 
14  lb.  Frozen  Eggs 
23  lb.  Cheese 


Factories 


Routine  Inspections  of  factories  are  made  from  time  to  time 
and  the  following  tables  indicate  the  position  for  1953  : 


Premises 

No.  on 
Register 

No.  of 
Inspec¬ 
tions 

No.  of 
Written 
Notices 

1>U.  U1 

Occupiers 

Prose¬ 

cuted 

(1)  Factories  in  which  Sections  1, 
2,  3,  4  and  6  are  to  be  enforced 
by  Local  Authority  . 

33 

9 

(2)  Factories  not  included  in  (1)  in 
which  Section  7  in  enforced  by 
Local  Authority  . 

52 

33 

1 

(3)  Other  premises  in  which  Sec¬ 
tion  7  is  enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority  . 

33 

8 

— 

— ■ 

TOTALS  ... 

118 

50 

1 

Cases  in  which  Defects  were 

Found 

Referred  Prosecu- 

to  H.M.  by  H.M.  tions 
Found  Remedied  Insp.  Insp.  instituted 

Want  of  Cleanliness  .  —  —  —  —  — 

Sanitary  Conveniences  unsuit¬ 
able  or  defective  .  1  1  —  —  — 

Other  offences  against  the  Act 
(not  including  offences  re¬ 
lating  to  Outwork)  .  —  —  —  — 
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